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SUB J : FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI COMMENTS ON SUPPLY OF CHINESE 
WEAPONS TO THAI INSURGENTS 

REF: A. BANGKOK 17924; B. BANGKOK 17925 

1. BANGKOK PRESS REPORTS AUG. 27 THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
CHATCHAI ON AUG. 26 TOLD GROUP OF 17 PROVINCIAL JOURNALISTS 
ABOUT TO LEAVE FOR CHINA THAT NORTH VIET-NAM WAS TRYING 
TO CAUSE A MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THAILAND AND CHINA. 
SPECIFICALLY, CHATCHAI QUOTED AS STATING THAT NORTH VIET- 
NAM IS SUPPLYING TERRORISTS IN THAILAND WITH WEAPONS IT 
HAD OBTAINED FROM CHINA. HE RECALLED. HOWEVER, THAT CHINESE 
LEADERS HAD UNDERTAKEN NOT REPEAT NOT TO INTERFERE IN THAI 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS DURING VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER KHUKRIT 

TO PEKING IN JUNE. 

2. NITSAI WETCHACHIWA, DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF INFORMATION 
DEPARTMENT OF MFA, TOLD EMBOFF AUG. 27 THAT PRESS ACCOUNTS 
WENT BEYOND WHAT CHATCHAI HAD ACTUALLY SAID. ACCORDING 
TO NITSAI, FOREIGN MINISTER HAD MERELY SAID THAT SOME 

OF WEAPONS SEIZED FROM THAI TERRORISTS WERE CHINESE-MADE 
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MIGHT LEAVE IMPRESSION AMONG SOME THAIS THAT CHINA HAD 
SUPPLIED THE ARMS. HOWEVER, NITSAI ADDED THAT 
FOREIGN MINISTER DID NOT REPEAT NOT ACCUSE HANOI OF 
DELIBERATELY SEEKING TO DISRUPT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
THAILAND AND CHINA. 

3. COMMENT: FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI'S PENCHANT FOR 
SHOOTING FROM THE HIP IS WELL-KNOWN, AND IT IS NITSAI'S 
JOB TO PUT EVENTS IN BEST POSSIBLE LIGHT. CHATCHAI 
SPOKE WITH PRESS IN IMPROMPTU FASHION ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS AUG. 26 (REFTELS), AND IT IS CONCEIVABLE 
THAT HE NUANCED HIS REMARKS ON NORTH VIETNAMESE IN 
TENTIONS IN WAY DESCRIBED BY NITSAI. INCIDENT UNDER- 
LINES THAI WISH TO BELIEVE THAT CHINA IS CONTINUING 
TO RESPECT ITS UNDERTAKING MADE TO KHUKRIT NOT REPEAT 
NOT TO INTERFERE IN THAI INTERNAL AFFAIRS. RECENT 
BROADCAST BY VOICE OF THAI PEOPLE FROM CHINA (TEXT 
REPORTED BY FBIS TO WASHINGTON, EMBASSY COMMENT IN 
SEPTEL) IS NOT REPEAT NOT ENCOURAGING SIGN IN THIS 
CONNECTION. 
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